The final seventeen chapters give a detailed account of present day thought on the etiology, diagnosis and treatment of premalignant and malignant cervical disease, with contributions by Reid, Coppelson, Langley, Boyes and many others. Stafl and Mattingly write on the effect of stilbcestrol on the cervico-vaginal epithelium. Colposcopy and colpomicroscopy are described by Kolstad and Walz. Stallworthy describes the evolution of modern techniques of treatment of cervical carcinoma, leading to the Oxford technique of combined radiotherapeutic and surgical treatment. The final word is from Stanley Way on pelvic exenteration.
It is difficult to avoid superlatives in reviewing this book and invidious to pick out individuals from a star-studded list of contributors; no other book on the subject contains such a wealth of material. The long list of references at the end of each chapter are of particular value. The photographs, especially of colposcopy and colpomicroscopy, are of high standard and the scanning electron microscopy pictures are exciting and extraordinarily beautiful. This is a book which must find a place in every medical and departmental library. There is no practising gynxcologist who can fail to be enchanted and instructed by it and no postgraduate student who can afford to neglect it. HERBERT 
REISS

Consultant Gynacologist
Hackney Hospital
Child Health in the Community, a Handbook of Social and Community Ptdiatrics edited by Ross G Mitchell pp xii + 313 £8 Edinburgh &c.: Churchill Livingstone 1977 The publication of this new textbook so soon after the report of the Committee on Child Health Services, 'Fit for the Future' (The Court Report), is very timely. Professor Ross Mitchell has assembled a strong team of fifteen contributors, who in terms of pediatric expertise outnumber the pediatricians who contributed to 'Fit for the Future' by two to one. It is at the same time a well-balanced book with contributions from general practice, child psychiatry, health education, social administration, community medicine and educational medicine. Whilst covering the same ground as 'Fit for the Future', Professor Mitchell has been able, by skilful editing, to cover a wider field of social and community pxdiatrics with rather more factual information and in a smaller number of pages ('Fit for the Future' in two volumes contains some 660 pages; 'Child Health in the Community' contains 313 pages). There are many invaluable references after each of the seventeen chapters of the present volume.
This book is right up to date and is in every way a most worthy companion to 'Child Life and Health', produced originally by the late Professor R W B Ellis and subsequently edited by Professor Ross Mitchell. The book is strongly recommended to all who are concerned with the current problems of providing a unified child health service with the accent on prevention of disease and the promotion of child health. This concise text on sexual biology and human infertility can be confidently recommended both to the medical undergraduate and to doctors who deal with sexual problems. So much that has been written on this subject in recent years has been a one-sided presentation of psychotherapeutic management by sex therapists, and has often lacked a solid foundation in anatomical and physiological facts. In this book, there is a deliberate emphasis upon problems in the male, and if any criticism can be made, it is that a better balance would have been achieved by an equal emphasis upon the equally common problems of frigidity and dyspareunia in the female. Undergraduate courses in sexual pathology are now starting to be included in the medical curriculum, and this book will be a useful text for such courses. JOHN sixty-four substantial papers, twenty-eight in French, which were contributed under the following sessional headings: factors which limit or constrain the application of data-processing technology in medicine; functional analysis of health-care delivery systems; uses of specialized medical data bases; networks and distributed processing; training of medical staff in computer utilization; medical information systems; data bases; methods and models; uses of information systems in cardiovascular disease; and computers in ambulatory care. None of the discussion is reproduced, but the summing-up remarks of the Chairmen are in-cluded. The majority of the papers were invited and among the authors there are some well-known experts.
The contributions vary from the highly theoretical or trivial to the eminently practical. The papers from the UK in particular, convey an impression of solid experience and realism, and contain valuable lessons. The future importance of technical developments in the fields of data-base design and the establishment of computer networks comes over clearly. The need for adequate investment, for flexibility, for an integrated and modular approach, for user involvement, for multidisciplinary management, for development of evaluation and training methods, and for greater concentration on services for ambulatory patients, also emerges.
The editors and publishers are to be congratulated on achieving early publication to such a high standard. Appropriate sections could be read with profit by computer professionals, by medical administrators and planners, and by clinicians. It is worthy of a place in the library, but it is unfortunately very expensive.
F In preparing the fifth edition, Mr Varley has been joined by two experienced colleagues. The enlarged text has been divided into two volumes, the second of which is the first to be published. Just over half of the book is concerned with hormone analyses, and there are about a hundred or so pages of highly practical information about the analysis of drugs and poisons in biological fluids. The writing is clear and without ambiguity, and there is a true economy of style which does not mask the fastidious scholarship which lends distinction to the work. The reader may best sample these qualities in the first fourteen pages of chapter two, which deal with the steroids.
There is always a problem concerning what to omit. A case could be made for excluding proteinbound iodine and basal metabolic rate, and for including plasma catecholamines, digoxin, insulin and ACTH. Semi-quantitative thin layer chromatography of 4-hydroxy-3-methoxymandelic acid as a screening procedure for pheochromocytoma finds no mention. The authors' views would also have been welcomed on the normal range for serum thyroxine in infants, the diagnostic differentiation between the obese patient with strie and true Cushing's disease, and the usefulness of plasma cortisol and ACTH determinations in the long dexamethasone suppression test. This is a splendid book which will become essential reading for the MRCPath, MCB within the scope of the title, and include informative reviews of release of pharmacologically active substances in parasitic infections; the medicinal chemistry of the 1, 2, 3-triazines; glutaraldehyde and its use; and the biochemistry of the C-nucleo-
